








modification signals in large genomic DNA se quences. They also study alternative
splicing of exons and collaborate with other labs to charac terize splicing
enhancers and si lencers. This past year, Michael’s group was part of a team that
published a comprehensive analysis of modi fication patterns in histones. Using a



matics and physical and life sciences; and Paul Taub man, managing director of Morgan
Stanley. Charles L. Sawyers, M.D., Howard Hughes Medical Investiga tor and head of the
Human Oncology and Pathogenesis Program at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center,
was elected a Scientific Trust ee. In addition, the ranks of our honor ary trus tees grew with the
addition of Norris Darrell, Senior Counsel, Sulli van & Cromwell LLP and CSHL Chan cel lor
Emeritus James D. Watson, Ph.D. 
On behalf of CSHL and the Board of Trustees, I thank departing Scien tific Trustee Robert

E. Wittes, M.D., for his service. Dr. Wittes was elected to the Board of Trustees as a Scientific





Cold Spring Harbor Conferences Asia appointed a distinguished Scien tific Advisory Board
of 20 academic scientists from Asia, Europe, Canada, and the United States, which held its
inaugural meeting in Suzhou in October 2008. Cold Spring Harbor Asia plans to begin a pro-
gram of international scientific conferences at the Suzhou Dushu Lake site in 2010. 

Our foray into Asia recognizes the global nature of advanced science and builds on exist-
ing strengths of the CSHL Meetings and Courses program, which currently attracts more
than 8000 scientists to our campus each year for exceptional scientific exchange and dis-
cussion, free of commercial or regional/national bias. We have a successful record of inter-
national educational partnerships and collaborations in Europe that include programs with
the European Molecu lar Biology Organization in Germany and the Wellcome Trust in England.

The year 2008 was an inaugural one for the CSHL Personal Genomes meeting, whose
time had finally come, thanks to advances in technology that are now making economical
and efficient sequencing a reality. Our Chancellor Emeritus James D. Watson was one of only
four whose individual genome had been sequenced and assembled at the time of the meet-



the last two decades, Dolan DNA Learning Center Executive Director David
Micklos and his team have profoundly influenced the way in which biology and
genetics are taught in schools, not only in New York, but around this country and
around the globe.

The Harlem DNA Lab is now bringing the latest knowledge and cut ting-edge
tools and techniques of modern biology to New York City’s middle and high
school students and teachers. With generous funding from the Howard Hughes
Medical Insti tute (HHMI) and initial support from the Dana Foundation, Jerome L.
Greene Foundation, The Goldman Sachs Foun dation, and William Town send
Porter Foundation, New York City’s 8th and 9th grade science teachers will
receive professional development in genetics and biotechnology in order to boost
student performance in science.

In this anniversary year for the DNALC we also cut the ribbon on the Laurie L.
Landeau Multimedia Studio to support the next phase in the de vel op ment of the
DNALC’s Biomedia Group as a world leader in biology education. The studio contains the
latest equipment for high-quality video production and is designed with separate sets for
interviews, news reporting, and lab demonstrations. Many thanks to CSHL Trustee,
Education Com  mittee chairperson, and long-time friend Laurie J. Landeau, V.M.D., for mak-
ing this possible. 

The year 2008 was a multiple anniversary year for our Chancellor Emeritus James D.
Watson, who not only celebrated his 80th birthday and 40-year wedding anniversary with Liz
Watson, but also marked 40 years of dedicated contributions to the Labora tory. His imprint
on CSHL spans every aspect of the Laboratory’s life, ranging from financial stability, to beau-
tiful landscapes, an expanded research program, the growth of professional education pro-
grams, and the establishment of the Watson School of Biological Sciences and the Dolan
DNA Learning Center. 

Liz Watson marked the year with the release of her new book Grounds for Knowledge,
published by CSHL Press, which, under the leadership of John Inglis, continues in its com-
mitment to publishing excellence. The publication coincided with the designation by the
Public Gardens Associ ation of America of the CSHL Bung town Road campus as a botani-
cal garden. Liz’s book, filled with beautiful prose and the stunning photography of CSHL
Director of Facilities Peter Stahl, showcases the landscapes of our shoreline location. As a
campus community, we celebrated and joined with friends in the international scientific com-
munity to reminisce with Jim and Liz on several occasions this year, including an employee
picnic honoring the Watsons in August 2008. Groundbreaking on the Hillside Campus ex -
pansion project began in 2005, but this year, we witnessed the most dramatic progress yet
in this monumental capital project that will increase our research capacity in cancer, neuro-
science, and bioinformatics by nearly 40%. At the beginning of the year, only the foundations
for the six-building research complex were in place. By year’s end, all of the internal piping
and wiring were installed; the concrete superstructure was complete, exterior block walls
were erected, and the roof structure and sheathing were in place, enclosing the buildings
and ensuring that interior work continued through the winter months.

All the work on building structures could readily be seen at a glance as it progressed. Much
less obvious was the enormous amount of work taking place inside the structures. Electricians
and steamfitters worked hard, installing electrical and mechanical systems, including the two
high-pressure boilers that will ultimately heat the six-building complex. These two areas were
by far the most complex components of the project, and the impressive progress made in
these areas is essential to the timely completion of the Hillside Campus.
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Students get hands-on
education in genetics at the
Harlem DNA Lab.
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The final touches were also put on the new chiller plant, and much of the underlying infra-
structure—drainage systems, electrical conduit and wiring, water and sewer piping—was
installed underground.

The Nassau County Chapter of the New York State Society of Professional Engineers pre-
sented CSHL with the Project of the Year Award for the engineering and innovative environ-
mental design of the storm water management system for the Hillside Campus. CSHL was
recognized for achieving a balance between development and the environment. The unique
and functional storm water management system not only is effective at protecting the sur-
rounding ecosystems, but also provides a visually pleasing backdrop for the Laboratory.

We thank Vice President and Chief Facilities Officer Art Brings and the Facilities
Department for all of these great results and the minimal disruption to our daily operations
and quality of life on campus as the work has proceeded.

Awards and Honors

CSHL professor and Dean of the Watson School of Biological Sciences Leemor
Joshua-Tor was one of 56 newly named HHMI Investigators in 2008. She joins approx-
imately 300 HHMI Investigators in the Institute’s flagship program, who lead HHMI lab-
oratories at 64 institutions. In addition to Leemor, HHMI Investigators at CSHL include
Gregory J. Hannon, Ph.D. and Scott Lowe, Ph.D.

For leadership in computational approaches and leveraging emerging sequence
technology to link candidate genes and their function with agricultural traits and
germplasm improvement, CSHL adjunct assistant professor Doreen Ware received the
2008 Scientist of the Year Award for the North Atlantic Area from the United States
Department of Agriculture. 

CSHL postdoctoral fellow Alexei Aravin was a 2008 finalist in the second annual
New York Academy of Sciences Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists. Sixteen young

scientists from the New York tristate area were selected for their outstanding work as
postdoctoral fellows and young faculty members. Five winners were chosen after three
rounds of review of the 16 finalists, who represented a wide scientific and institutional
spectrum in engineering, physics, and biology at nine different institutions in New York,
New Jersey, and Connecticut.

Thompson Scientific’s Essential Science Indicators ranked the research conducted
at CSHL among the most cited in the world. The analysis, reported in the
January/February issues of 
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The Double Helix Medals Dinner

The Double Helix Medals Dinner was held on November 6 at the Man da r in Oriental,





20

and variations affect neural circuits in mouse models of schizophrenia and autism. Pavel was
previously an Assistant Professor at Northwest ern University.
Associate Professor Darryl Pappin, Ph.D., comes to CSHL to head the proteomics core

facility on our campus. Proteomics is the large-scale study of proteins, and Darryl brings an
impressive record of developing new methods for identifying and analyzing proteins in com-
plex biological samples. Before joining us, he was a Scientific Fellow at Applied Biosystems,
Ap plera Corporation.
Florin Albeanu, Ph.D., is a CSHL Fellow who received his doctorate from Harvard Medical

School. Florin is an expert in imaging neuronal circuits in awake behaving rodents. Working
in the olfactory system, he plans on using fiber-optic imaging and electrophysiological
recordings to under stand how neuronal circuits code information from the environment and
how these circuits are shaped by sensory experience.
Ivan Iossifov, Ph.D., is a CSHL Fellow in Quantitative Biology from Columbia University.

Ivan has devised computational methods to reliably extract knowledge about molecular inter-
actions from the biomedical literature and combine this data with results from high-through-
put biological experiments. In this way, he has built a framework to predict pathways or net-
works of interacting genes that contribute to common hereditary disorders. He is interested
in applying his methods to improve conventional genetic analyses to detect correlations
between specific mutations and common complex hereditary disorders such as schizophre-
nia, bipolar disorder, and autism.
CSHL Fellow Christopher Vakoc, M.D., Ph.D., is interested in how changes to the struc-

ture and organization of chromatin are related to cancer progression. He uses biochemical
approaches to study specific modifications associated with leukemia and colon carcinoma.
He did his doctoral training at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
Joining the administrative leadership of CSHL this year was Hans-Erik Aronson, Director

of Information Technology. Hans-Erik was previously at the Center for Computational Biology
and Bioinformatics at Colum bia University. His own training in biochemistry and molecular
biophysics, combined with his experience in design, implementation, and delivery of emerg-
ing technologies, will be critical to the success of individual scientific research projects as well
as to the operations of the entire Laboratory, which increasingly de pends on the strength of
our information technology infrastructure and dedicated staff. 

Promotions

Congratulations to Zhenyu Xuan, Ph.D., who was promoted this year to
Assistant Research Professor and to Jim Hicks, Ph.D., who is now a CSHL
Research Professor.

Departures

During the course of the year, several faculty members took on new chal-
lenges at other institutions. Hollis T. Cline holds the position of Professor in
both the Department of Cell Biol o gy and Chemical Physiology at the Scripps Research
Institute. Rober to Mal i now is a Professor, Section of Neurobiology, and Professor, Neuro-
sciences at UC San Diego. Zachary Mainen is Principal Investigator at the Champalimaud
Foundation. Vivek Mittal is currently Associate Professor, Cardiothoracic Surgery, and
Director, Lehman Brothers Lung Cancer Laboratory at Weill Cornell Medical Center.

J. Hicks
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